MINUTES 

MASSACHUSETTS  AFL/CIO 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  MEETING 

NOVEMBER  15,  1984 

PARK  PLAZA  HOTEL  -  STANBRO  HALL 

PRESENT:   Pres.  Osborn,  Exec.  Vice  Presidents  Lydon  and  Evers ,  Vice  Presidents 
Beauregard,  Cavanaugh,  Corbett,  Faherty,  Ferin,  Fonseca,  Joyce,  Leahy, 
LeBlanc,  Leshyk,  Lima,  Piccuito,  Post,  Walsh 

ABSENT:  Sec.-Treas.  Carpenter  (vacation),  Exec.  V.P.  Heffernan  (u.b.),  Vice 
Presidents  Alman  (u.b.),  Bozzotto,  Burke,  Ceccaroni  (u.b.),,  Chigas ,  Clark, 
Damery,  DeRosa  (u.b.),  Devlin  (u.b.),  Drew,  Farmer  (u.b.),  Ferreira,  Foley 
(u.b.),  Kerr,  Mahar ,  Mango  (u.b.),  Mele ,  Mills  (u.b.)  Mullane ,  Nestor,  O'Brien 


Meeting  opened  with  prayer  by  Vice  President  Faherty. 

MMS  to  accept  the  minutes  of  the  last  Executive  Council  meeting.   So  voted. 

Pres.  Osborn  related  that  S.T.  Carpenter  was  on  vacation  and  would  give  two 
months'  financial  report  at  the  next  meeting  December  20th. 

PRESIDENT'S  REPORT: 

Pres.  Osborn  gave  his  views  on  the  November  elections  -  national,  state  and 

local.   Good  effort  expended  by  the  Council  and  the  locals.   Phone  banks  a 

great  success.   Much  discussion  followed  on  individual  elections.   Pres. 

Osborn  stated  we  now  have  to  make  effort  to  communicate  with  new  Senator. 

Pres.  Osborn  discussed  the  Right  to  Know  legislation,  saying  there  is  now  a 
problem  in  that  this  law  is  now  being  enforced.   This  is  due  to  a  lack  of 
inspectors  to  investigate  the  violations. 

MMS  to  check  into  the  enforcement  of  this  law  through  appointment  of 
inspectors.   Passed  unanimously. 

Pres.  Osborn  advised  that  the  Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  been  in 
communcation  with  him.   They  request  that  the  Mass.  AFL/CIO  join  with  them  by 
allowing  the  Chamber  to  solicit  the  locals  for  members.   Much  discussion 
followed  on  this  matter  with  Exec.  V.P.  Evers  and  Vice  Presidents  Corbett  and 
Joyce  giving  their  opinions. 

MMS  to  refer  this  matter  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  Executive  Officers. 
So  voted . 

Pres.  Osborn  discussed  the  Workers  Comp.  legislation.   Said  the  situation  has 
not  changed  over  the  years.   Average  wait  for  settlement  is  10.1  months. 

Dir.  Foley  advised  the  Council  that  he  is  attempting  to  get  more  senators  and 
reps  on  the  bill.  He  currently  has  53   -  he  read  off  the  names  of  those  who 


are  in  accord  . 

Pres.  Osborn  advised  the  Council  that  he  has  been  asked  for  support  by  the 
Master  Mates  &  Pilots  in  their  current  dispute. 

MMS  to  support  the  efforts  of  the  Master  Mates  &  Pilots  in  their  dispute. 
Passed  unanimously. 

Discussion  followed  on  the  Master  Mates  &  Pilot  dispute. 

Pres.  Osborn  discussed  the  new  effort  to  get  coordinators  from  each  union  to 
serve  in  the  grassroots  program  —  each  district  will  then  be  represented  and 
more  participation  will  then  be  in  effect  at  the  caucuses.   Right  now  this  is 
a  pilot  program  in  the  7th  district  and  a  meeting  is  scheduled  for  December 
4th  on  this.   Pres.  Osborn  expressed  his  hope  that  this  will  spread  throughout 
the  state  and  urged  the  Vice  Presidents  to  have  their  unions  appoint  a 
coordinator  right  after  the  first  of  the  year.   Plans  are  underway  to  train 
those  coordinators  appointed. 

Pres.  Osborn  advised  that  a  consultant  (the  Rendon's)  has  been  hired  to 
coordinate  the  next  Democratic  issues  convention.   This  is  an  important  step 
to  let  people  know  we  are  still  a  strong  force. 

Pres.  Osborn  requested  authorization  from  the  Council  for  himself  and  George 
Carpenter  to  the  Northeast  Council  meeting  on  November  28th  and  29th  in 
Albany,  New  York. 

MMS  to  send  the  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  to  the  Northeast  Council 
meeting.    Passed  unanimously.   For  the  record  approval  given  by  the  Council 
for  them  to  attend  all  future  Northeast  Council  meetings  without  need  to  bring 
it  before  the  Council. 

Pres.  Osborn  advised  that  a  mailing  went  out  to  all  the  locals  asking  for  a 
name  of  a  legislative  agent  contact  from  each  union.   Many  have  not  responded. 
Asked  for  Council's  help  in  following  this  up  so  that  we  have  contact  names  in 
our  computer. 

V.P.  Fonseca  requested  that  after  a  name  is  sent  in  by  a  local,  that  an 
acknowledgment  go  out  from  the  Mass.  AFL/CIO  headquarters.    Pres.  Osborn 
agreed  that  this  would  be  done. 

MMS  to  accept  the  report  of  the  President.   Passed  unanimously. 

C.O.P.E.  REPORT: 

Director  Foley  discussed  at  length  the  plans  for  getting  the  names  and  other 
information  on  registered  voters  on  the  computer.   He  said  it  may  take  two 
years  to  build  up  the  list  and  have  it  into  the  computer. 

Dir.  Foley  praised  the  efforts  of  Professor  Harper  for  his  w"ork  on  the  Workers 
Comp.  bill. 


V.P.  Faherty  asked  what  the  deadline  was  to  file  bills.   Dir.  Foley  advised 
that  December  5th  is  the  deadline. 

Dir.  Foley  asked  that  any  lists  of  voters  that  are  sent  out  should  be 
corrected  and  sent  back  so  that  we  can  continually  update  our  information. 

Pres.  Osborn  mentioned  that  there  is  a  problem  with  National  COPE  which  should 
be  corrected  some  time  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

MMS  to  accept  the  C.O.P.E.  report.   Passed  unanimously. 

EDUCATION  REPORT: 

Pres.  Osborn  stated  he  is  proud  of  the  Scholarship  Program  and  he.  feels  that 
it  is  one  program  that  he  rank  and  file  can  identify  with.   The  President 
announced  he,  as  the  Educational  Director,  has  sent  out  a  recruitment  letter 
and  he  read  the  list  of  new  scholarships. 

V.P.  Faherty  recommended  that  the  Council  approach  the  high  schools  with  the 
idea  to  include  a  course  in  Labor  History  in  their  curriculum. 

MMS  to  refer  to  the  Education  Committee  the  idea  of  contacting  the  school 
systems  to  try  to  get  a  course  in  Labor  History  into  the  schools.  Passed 
unanimously. 

MMS  to  accept  the  Education  Report.   Passed  unanimously. 

Much  discussion  followed  regarding  the  situation  of  training  people  to  use 
video  equipment  so  that  they  can  show  the  programs  they  tape  on  cable  t.v. 
Concern  was  expressed  by  IBEW  1228  and  others  that  this  would  infringe  on  the 
rights  of  the  union  communication  people  who  do  such  work.   Pres.  Osborn 
recommended  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Officers  for  action 
and  he,  himself,  would  meet  with  Reg.  Dir.  O'Malley  to  discuss  it. 

MMS  to  refer  communications  to  the  Executive  Officers.   Passed  unanimously. 

MMS  to  send  a  communication  to  Gillette  saying  that  we  suport  the  Corporate 
Campaign  and  the  protests  derived  from  that  campaign. 

Roll  Call. 

Meeting  adjoured    at    11:50  A.M.  / 
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EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  15,  1984 

PRESENT:    Pres.  Osborn,  Exec.  V.P.  Evers  and  Lydon 

ABSENT:     Sec.  Treas.  Carpenter  (vacation),  Exec.  V.P.  Heffernan 


Motion  made,  subject  to  no  objection  by  the  other  two  Executive  Officers,  to 
recommend  to  full  Council  John  H.  Lyons  Jr.,  Ironworkers  General  President, 
for  Gompers-Murray-Meany  Award .   So  voted  . 

MMS  to  buy  two  tickets  to  Ed  Brown,  R.I.  AFL/CIO  Retirement  Testimonial.   So 
voted  . 

MMS  to  file  request  of  Salavation  Army  due  to  current  problem  with  non-union 
building.   So  voted. 


NOVEMBER  16,  1984 

Pres.  Osborn  polled  via  phone:   Exec.  V.P.  Lydon,  Evers  and  Heffernan 

MMS  to  authorize  rental  of  portable  mike  for  the  Coalition  for  Labor  Union 
Women's  Seminar  on  Comparable  Worth  -  November  18,  1984.   So  voted. 

MMS  to  continue  practice  of  having  Executive  Officers  meetings  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Thursdays  of  each  month.   So  voted. 
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